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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 

In an Office Action mailed February 6, 2006, the Examiner has imposed a Restriction 
Requirement to one of the following inventions under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §121 and 
§372: 

Group I: Claims 1-4 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and the tetanus toxoid 
antigen. 

Group II: Claims 1-3, 5 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B Virus surface antigen and the diphtheria toxoid 
antigen. 

Group III: Claims 1-3,6 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and a conjugate protein- 
polysaccharide corresponding to a vaccine antigen anti-Haemophilus 
influenzae type b. 
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Group IV: Claims 1-3, 7 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 

comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and comprises a conjugate 
protein-polysaccharide corresponding to polysaccharide C of Neisseria 
meningitides. 

Group V: Claims 1-3,8 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and a vaccine 
polysaccharide of Pneumococcus pneumoniae. 

Group VI: Claims 1-3, 9, 10 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine 

formulation comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and a vaccine 
antigen may be the bacterin Bordetella pertussis. 

Group VII: Claims 1-3, 11 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and inactivated virus as 
vaccine antigens. 

Group VIII: Claims 1-3, 12 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and attenuated viruses as 
vaccine antigens. 

Group IX: Claims 1-3, 13 and 14-21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine formulation 
comprising hepatitis B virus surface antigen and comprises one or 
more of the following antigens: tetanus toxoid antigen, diphtheria 
toxoid antigen, a conjugate protein-polysaccharide corresponding to a 
vaccine antigen anti-Haemophilus influenzae type b, a conjugate 
proteinpolysaccharide corresponding to a polysaccharide C of 
Neisseria meningitides conjugated to a carrier protein, a conjugate 
protein-polysaccharide wherein the polysaccharide part corresponds to 
a vaccine polysaccharide of Pneumococcus pneumoniae, inactivated 
microorganisms, the bacterin Bordetella pertussis, inactivated virus, 
attenuated virus, or mixtures of them and other antigenic types, which 
receive an immunoenhancing effect because of their co-administration 
with HBsAg. 

Group X: Claims 1-2 and 21, drawn to a multivalent vaccine. 



In response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect the subject matter 
defined by the claims of Group IX (claims 1-3, 13 and 14-21), without traverse. 
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Additionally, the Restriction Requirement requires an election of species. Since 
Group IX has been elected. Applicants elect the multivalent vaccine formulation comprising 
hepatitis B virus surface antigen with tetanus toxoid antigen, diphtheria toxoid antigen, 
Bordetella pertussis and Haemophilius influenzae type B. 

Applicants reserve the right to pursue the claims of the non-elected Groups in 
divisional applications. 

It is now believed that this application is in condition for further consideration and 
examination. If resolution of any remaining issues are required prior to examination of the 
application, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact Applicants' agent at the 
telephone number provided below. 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 1 1791 
(516) 822-3550 
EIG:dlg 

217707 1 



Respectfully submitted, 




Edna I. Gergel, Ph.D. 
Registration No.: 50,819 
Agent for Applicant(s) 
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